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1. Policy Statement
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club (OWCC) is committed to the highest standards of safeguarding practice, openness and accountability. Everyone involved with the club must feel confident raising concerns about the welfare of a child or adult at risk, knowing that those concerns will be taken seriously, acted upon promptly, and handled in line with the ECB Safeguarding Regulations and ECB Cricket Regulator procedures.
Whistleblowing is an essential part of keeping children and adults safe in cricket, and OWCC encourages anyone connected to the club to raise concerns without fear of victimisation.

2. What is Whistleblowing?
In a safeguarding context, whistleblowing means reporting a concern about the safety, welfare, behaviour or actions of any individual involved in cricket where a child or adult at risk may be harmed.
A whistleblower may be:
· A club member
· A committee member
· A player
· A volunteer
· A coach
· An official or umpire
· A parent/carer
· A spectator or club visitor
· A member of the public
OWCC treats all safeguarding concerns with equal seriousness regardless of who raises them.

3. How to Raise Concerns

3.1 If someone is in immediate danger
Call 999.
3.2 If the concern is not an immediate risk
Report as soon as possible to:
Club Safeguarding Officer (CSO)
Ellie Thomas
📧 elz.thomas23@gmail.com
📱 07872 857035
The CSO will escalate concerns to:
· The County Safeguarding Officer (Kent)
· Local Authority Children’s Services
· Police (where appropriate)
3.3 If you do not feel able to report internally
You may raise concerns directly with:
ECB Cricket Regulator – Safeguarding Team
📧 safeguarding@cricketregulator.co.uk
📞 020 7432 1200
(This is now the official ECB escalation route, replacing previous safeguarding structures.)
Other external reporting routes
· Local Authority Designated Officer (LADO)
· NSPCC Whistleblowing Advice Line: 0800 028 0285 / help@nspcc.org.uk
These options are available if:
· You believe the concern has not been handled appropriately
· You feel unable to raise it within the club
· You believe a child may still be at risk

4. Information to Provide When Raising a Concern
To help OWCC and the ECB respond effectively, whistleblowers should provide as much detail as possible, including:
· Your name and contact details (unless you wish to remain anonymous)
· The names of individuals involved
· Date, time and location of incident(s)
· Description of what happened and why it is concerning
· Names of any witnesses
· Any supporting evidence (emails, screenshots, messages, etc.)
OWCC will treat all information sensitively and share it only with those who need to know in order to protect the child or adult at risk, in accordance with ECB safeguarding protocols. [wiltshirec...cket.co.uk]

5. What Happens After a Concern is Raised?
OWCC will ensure that:
· Every safeguarding concern is taken seriously
· Concerns are addressed promptly, fairly and proportionately
· The CSO maintains clear, accurate and secure records
· Appropriate referrals are made to the County Safeguarding Officer and/or the ECB Cricket Regulator
· External agencies (police, Children’s Services) are contacted when required
· The welfare of the child or adult at risk is the primary priority at all times
If a whistleblower is dissatisfied with how the club handles a concern, they should escalate directly to the ECB Cricket Regulator or NSPCC.

6. Protection and Support for Whistleblowers
OWCC will not tolerate:
· Harassment
· Victimisation
· Retaliation
· Unfair treatment
Whistleblowers acting in good faith will be protected, regardless of the outcome of any investigation. This expectation aligns with ECB safeguarding governance and the national safeguarding code. 

7. Review and Policy Governance
· Policy Owner: Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas)
· Last Updated: March 2026
· Next Review: March 2027
· Version: 2026.1
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure compliance with ECB Safeguarding Regulations and the guidance of the ECB Cricket Regulator.
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